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Eliminating Unnecessary Idling of Heavy-Duty Vehicles in Georgia 

Comment on the March 24 Draft by Richard C. Field, Ph.D. 

Environmental Coordinator, Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County 

 

This rule is long over due.  While it may result in a very small reduction in the level of 

emissions that contribute to degraded air quality in Georgia, it is one of many steps that 

must be taken to protect the health of current and future citizens.  It is also a very public 

activity that illustrates the gravity of our situation and should inspire other actions that 

will achieve even greater reductions. Implementation of this rule will also result in 

greater fuel efficiency and reduced operating costs for vehicle owners.  With increasing 

fuel prices, this alone should be sufficient incentive to adopt and comply with this rule.  

However, different organizations and jurisdictions have varying levels of sensitivity to 

this component of their operations and may not respond uniformly if this action is left to 

voluntary implementation.  Therefore, a state-wide rule that establishes a consistent 

standard for all operators is most appropriate. 

 

This state-wide approach is even more important from the standpoint of local 

government.  Many, such as the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County, have 

implemented this policy in their own operations, but have not adopted a local idling 

reduction ordinance for fear that it would reduce their competitive position with their 

neighbors.  This is in spite of the health benefits that may be recognized by reducing 

emissions in local areas where heavy-duty vehicles congregate, such as truck stops, 

distribution centers, transportation depots, rail yards and industrial sites. 

 

With regard to enforcement, I question the effectiveness of existing EPD personnel’s 

ability to do so.  They are already stretched too thinly.  And without a substantial fine and 

consistent treatment by the judicial system, I am afraid this rule is unlikely to be 

effective.  On the other hand, immediate and severe punishment of violators should gain 

quick compliance that will carry forward as new habits by all operators.  Such consistent 

and effective enforcement is unlikely to occur if delegated to local governments.  Most 

do not have sufficient personnel that are appropriately positioned and trained to report 

rule violations.  Nor is local judiciary likely to provide uniform treatment of violators.  

This is much more effective at the state level using administrative measures or state 

courts.  If this could be added to the responsibility of law enforcement officers state-wide, 

that may be another effective approach.  I think most local governments will agree to 

depositing the fines collected in the hazardous waste trust fund because local 

governments frequently benefit from this fund.  However, if local government is tasked 

with enforcement, then the fines should be directly available to the government that 

collects them. 

 

A final recommendation is that the discussion and promotion of this rule should be driven 

by the expected current and future health benefits, instead of merely a necessary 

component of the EPA-required State Improvement Plan for air quality.   
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May 23, 2008 

 

 

Richard McDonald        

GA EPD/APB 

4244 International Parkway 

Suite 134 

Atlanta, GA  30354 

 

Mr. McDonald: 

 

The following comments are submitted on behalf of the Georgia Motor Trucking Association, Inc. 

(GMTA) in regards to the Environmental Protection Division’s proposal to impose statewide 

regulations on engine idling by heavy duty commercial vehicles. 

 

GMTA is a trade association representing nearly 1,000 member firms statewide, the majority of which 

are Georgia-based trucking operations.  Our members include owners and/or operators of fleets that 

range from 1 to 100,000 vehicles, and service every facet of the economy of Georgia.  Additionally, 

our membership includes hundreds of companies with tens of thousands of employees whose 

economic well-being depends directly on the health and vitality of Georgia’s trucking industry.  

 

 

Comments of the Georgia Motor Trucking Association 
 

At the outset, GMTA wishes to voice strong objection to the proposal.  The proposed regulations are 

ill-timed, unnecessary, lacking in adequate justification or basis and will impose needless burdens on 

the industry without achieving any substantial benefit. 

 

The overwhelming majority of GMTA member firms already have policies and practices in place 

which control the idling of truck engines by drivers.  These include, but are not limited to the use of 

written policies, driver incentives, software and hardware controls, the installation of auxiliary power 

units and more.  These practices and policies provide substantially all the public benefit sought by EPD 

while imposing no additional regulatory costs on carriers. 

 

At the same time, it is indisputable that situations can and do arise where extended idling of an engine 

is required because of outside circumstances in order to protect sensitive cargo or even the life and 

health individuals.  The owners and operators of trucks are in far better positions to make the proper 

judgment in these situations than any regulation or government office. 
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Proposal seeks to regulate the wrong entities 

 

All for-profit businesses have a vested interest in reducing waste in every way possible and in the 

current economic situation this is something of which trucking companies are acutely aware.  In fact, 

government agencies which operate heavy-duty commercial vehicles are far more likely to be involved 

in long-term idling than members of the trucking industry.  If EPD must pursue a regulation, it would 

be most productive for the agency to regulate other government entities such as school systems and 

transit systems, while letting the private sector follow its own best practices.  If there is any benefit to 

be had from a statewide anti-idling regulation it is likely to be found in those government operations.  

EPD, unfortunately, is proposing to go in exactly the opposite direction. 

 

Proposal will create safety hazards and increased need for idling 

 

Yet another flaw in EPD’s proposal is the threat to assess monetary fines on property owners where 

trucks are found to be in violation.  This too, will result in greater burdens on the trucking industry 

(and the private sector in general) with no benefit to anyone except the entity collecting the fines.  

Moreover, this aspect of the proposed regulation will create a safety hazard and likely increase the 

need for idling. 

 

If EPD threatens to impose fines on property owners, property owners will not react by timing the 

idling of trucks on the yard, nor by taking on the expense of running their loading/unloading operations 

to keep EPD’s preferred pace.  Rather, they will simply instruct truck operators to stay off the property 

until specifically called in.  This will leave drivers further from any building or driver lounge and 

require them to remain in their cabs – thus creating a greater need for idling in inclement conditions.  

Moreover, this may also leave trucks on road shoulders, exit ramps or even in travel lanes, creating 

unsafe conditions for truck operators and other motorists.   

 

Proposal lacks Georgia-based data to justify 5-minute limit 

 

EPD has not produced any valid study of current statewide truck idling practices.  Rather, using a 

variety of statistics from a variety of sources to support a claim that idling must be regulated (because 

“low-hanging fruit” has been picked).  There is nothing in the EPD data to show EPD knows the 

current idling practices of the industry, and EPD makes no effort to show that the cost of meeting the 

regulation will equal the benefit derived by those regulated (or by anyone).  Without a solid baseline, it 

cannot truly justify any limit as being beneficial.  As such, it should exercise good judgment and 

refrain from regulating; instead gathering real-world Georgia specific data.  Failing that, it should 

begin with a generous ceiling and only seek to fine tune it as it learns what effects (positive and 

negative) the regulation has; and again, should limit itself to regulating other government entities.  

 

Proposal is lacking in common sense and common humanity 

 

The wording of the proposed regulation calls for a five minute limit to idling – but sets no time frame 

to this.  In other words it does not specify five minutes per hour, or per stop, it simply states “…five 

consecutive minutes at a time.”   

 

A literal reading of this language indicates that should a driver shut off an engine after five minutes of 

idling, he will be free to immediately restart it for another “five consecutive minutes at a time.”  

Further, the driver will be free to do this as frequently as desired during a wait.  Starting an engine uses 

much more fuel and produces more waste than idling.  As such, the regulation will create ridiculous 
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situations that result in greater air pollution than simply leaving the driver or company to make 

reasonable choices. 

 

The proposal also lacks any humane treatment of a truck driver.  If EPD means the five consecutive 

minutes to be only a single instance when at a location, this could result in a truck driver being asked 

to sit for extended periods of time without air conditioning or heating.  Without air conditioning, the 

temperature of a truck cab could easily exceed 120 degrees in a South Georgia summer.  To ask truck 

drivers to endure these sorts of conditions is unreasonable, unhealthy and inhumane.   

 

  

Minimums that should be in any Anti-idling Regulation 

 

If, despite all reason, EPD should pursue this regulation, the regulation should at a minimum contain 

the following language: 

  

“A person that operates a motor vehicle operating on diesel fuel in Georgia may not cause or allow the 

motor vehicle, when it is not in motion, to idle for more than a total of 15 minutes within any 60 

minute period, except under the following circumstances: 

 

(1) the motor vehicle has a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating equal to or more than 26,000 pounds; 
 

(2) the motor vehicle idles while forced to remain motionless because of on-highway traffic, an official 

traffic control device or signal, or at the direction of a law enforcement official; 
 

(3) the motor vehicle idles when operating defrosters, heaters, air conditioners, or other equipment 

solely to prevent a safety or health emergency; 
 

(4) a police, fire, ambulance, public safety, other emergency or law enforcement motor vehicle, or any 

motor vehicle used in an emergency capacity, idles while in an emergency or training mode and not for 

the convenience of the vehicle operator; 
 

(5) the primary propulsion engine idles for maintenance, servicing, repairing, or diagnostic purposes if 

idling is necessary for such activity; 
 

(6) a motor vehicle idles as part of a government inspection to verify that all equipment is in good 

working order, provided idling is required as part of the inspection;  
 

(7) idling of the motor vehicle is required to operate auxiliary equipment to accomplish the intended 

use of the vehicle (such as loading, unloading, mixing, or processing cargo; controlling cargo 

temperature; construction operations; lumbering operations; oil or gas well servicing; or farming 

operations; for electricity generation or hydraulic pressure to power equipment necessary in the 

restoration, repair, modification or installation of electric utility service), provided that this exemption 

does not apply when the vehicle is idling solely for cabin comfort or to operate non-essential 

equipment such as air conditioning, heating, microwave ovens, or televisions; 
 

(8) an armored motor vehicle idles when a person remains inside the vehicle to guard the contents, or 

while the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded; 
 

(9) a bus idles a maximum of 30 minutes in any 60 minute period to maintain passenger comfort while 

non-driver passengers are on board; 
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(10) if the motor vehicle has a sleeping berth, when the operator is occupying the vehicle during a rest 

or sleep period and idling of the vehicle is required to operate air conditioning or heating; 
 

(11) when the motor vehicle idles due to mechanical difficulties over which the operator has no 

control; 
 

(12) the motor vehicle is used as airport ground support equipment, including, but not limited to, motor 

vehicles operated on the air side of the airport terminal to service or supply aircraft;  
 

(13) the outdoor temperature is less than 32 degrees Fahrenheit or greater than 80 degrees Fahrenheit. 

(a) When the outdoor temperature is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or higher and 80 degrees Fahrenheit 

or lower, a person who operates a motor vehicle operating on diesel fuel may not cause or allow the 

motor vehicle to idle for a period greater than 45 minutes in any 60 minute period while waiting to 

weigh, load, or unload cargo or freight, unless the vehicle is in a line of vehicles that regularly and 

periodically moves forward. 

(b) This regulation does not prohibit the operation of an auxiliary power unit or generator set as 

an alternative to idling the main engine of a motor vehicle operating on diesel fuel. 
 

(14) Any person convicted of any violation of this regulation shall be fined $50 for the first conviction 

and $100 for a second or subsequent conviction within any 12 month period.” 

 

Again, these comments are submitted on behalf of GMTA.  GMTA stands ready to assist the EPD in 

any way that helps develop reasonable, efficient and cost-effective improvements to air quality in 

Georgia and looks forward to continuing to work together for the good of all Georgians. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

 

ed/cls 

 

 









 

 
National Solid Wastes Management Association 
SUNBELT REGION-3276 Buford Drive, Suite 104-372����Buford, GA 30519 
����Toll free: 1 888 679-6272����770 513-1440 Fax: 770 513-1844���� mhuff@NSWMA.org 

 
 
May 22, 2008 
 
 
Richard P. McDonald, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
Engine and Fuels Unit of Mobile and Area Program  
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Environmental Protection Division, Air Protection Branch 
4244 International Parkway, Suite 136  
Atlanta, Georgia 30354 
 
 
Subject:  Comments on “Eliminating Unnecessary Idling of Heavy Duty Vehicles” 
 
 
Dear Mr. McDonald:   
 
I am writing on behalf of the Georgia Chapter of the National Solid Wastes 
Management Association.  NSWMA is an association of privately-owned solid 
waste management companies that provide solid waste collection, recycling, 
disposal, and engineering services throughout the United States, including the 
State of Georgia.  Our member companies employ 110,000 employees, and 
operate 50,000+ solid waste vehicles nationally.  Our members also manage 
approximately 55% of the disposal capacity in the United States. The Georgia 
Chapter is comprised of our members who operate within the State of Georgia. 
 
This correspondence is in response to the proposed “Eliminating Unnecessary 
Idling of Heavy Duty Vehicle” Rule.  The Georgia Chapter of NSWMA supports 
reasonable efforts to address air quality concerns.  We recognize that air quality 
problems can be exasperated by unrestricted idling.  However, we do not feel 
that a one size fits all rule is a reasonable approach. 
 
I am sure all would agree that proper and timely collection of solid waste and 
recyclables is an essential environmental protection function.  We are a unique 
industry.  Collection of solid waste, recyclables and yard waste requires constant 
starting and stopping.  It is simply the nature of the industry.  We fear that many 
of these stops could qualify as “unnecessary idling” depending on the final 



language.  A typical residential collection truck can make hundreds of stops a 
day.  Constantly starting and stopping the engine at each of these stops would 
waste energy, and likely be counterproductive to the intent of the rule. 
 
An additional issue for our industry is that all collection trucks eventually pass 
through scales at disposal sites.  This includes transfer stations, landfills and 
material recovery facilities.  More often than not, trucks are backed up at these 
scales as trucks are weighed and charges assessed.  Again, depending on the 
wording of final rules we are concerned that these waiting trucks may qualify or 
be interpreted as “unnecessary idling”. Constantly turning off the engine and then 
restarting so that a truck can move up one position while waiting in line would 
waste energy and likely be counterproductive to the intent of the rule. 
 
Unrealistic restrictions on idling while garbage, recyclables or yard waste is being 
collected, or by trucks as they proceed through a disposal facility gate will 
present a significant and undue hardship.  Further, we believe that this hardship 
is not offset by improved air quality.  In fact, the opposite may be true as excess 
fuel is used due to the constant starting and stopping of these engines. 
 
To eliminate this hardship, the Georgia Chapter of the National Solid Wastes 
Management Association request that an exemption be provided when a 
commercial motor vehicle is engaged in the collection, transportation, or disposal 
of solid waste, yard waste or recyclable materials.  We feel that this exemption is 
reasonable and environmentally responsible.  We propose that the following 
language be added to the list of exemptions: 
 
3. (v) A solid waste collection or recycling vehicle during the collection or 
transfer or disposal of waste or recyclables. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  Please feel free to call if I can 
provide you any assistance on this effort. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mike Huff 
NSWMA 
Sunbelt Region Manager 
 
 

c. Brad Gardner, Georgia Chapter Chair 
Max Goolsby, Georgia Chapter Legislative Committee Chair 
William Woodall, Georgia Chapter Lobbyist 
  

  







































 
 
 
 

 
May 15, 2008 
 
Richard McDonald 
Environmental Protection Division 
Atlanta, GA  30329 
 
Dear Mr. McDonald: 
 
We are writing you with concerns about the need to regulate heavy vehicle idling as 
part of Georgia’s air quality program.  As a paper/lumber manufacturer, we are 
very appreciative of need to promote public awareness to assist in mitigation 
efforts.  However, we are opposed to becoming an enforcement agent for the EPD. 
 
At our Riceboro facility, we receive and ship over 200 trucks/day.  To enforce a 5-
minute idling time on each truck would be virtually impossible, even if we had the 
manpower. 
 
Additionally, we do not own any heavy trucks.  All of our received and shipped 
trucks are independent owners of which we have no control.  Further, most of the 
idling time is when these trucks are in queue on DOT property. 
 
Legally, we question whether we have the right to demand a 5-minute idle time for 
an independent truck.  Also, we fear that our company could become liable for 
potential damage to truck engines.  What happens if the truck driver refuses to 
comply? 
 
We urge you to reconsider the proposed regulations requiring landowners to 
enforce idling rules. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
________________________________   
 ________________________________  
Gene Millard      Tom Norris 
Vice President & General Manager   Vice President & General 
Manager 
Interstate Paper LLC    Newport Timber LLC/RB Lumber 
LLC 
 
 

Newport 

 

Timber 



XC: Steve McWilliams 
 John Poole 
 



                                                                                                                     

    
May 19, 2008 

Richard McDonald, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources  

Environmental Protection Division, Air Protection Branch 
4244 International Pkwy, Suite 136 
Atlanta, GA 30354 

 
Dear Richard, 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy and Mothers & Others for Clean Air are writing to commend 
the Environmental Protection Division (EPD) for its leadership in Georgia to establish an idling rule 

for heavy-duty vehicles.  We strongly support the proposed parameters of a statewide anti-idling 
rule and would like to provide specific recommendations for consideration in the development of 

the final rule (pages 2-3 of this document). We also encourage EPD to coordinate ideas with the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the North Carolina Division of Air Quality 
(DAQ) who are also in the process of developing statewide rules. Regional consistency will aid 

fleets in their travel and help ensure compliance. 

Diesel-powered vehicles and equipment play an important role in the nation’s economy.   Federal 

and state programs are helping to address emissions from the estimated 11 million existing diesel 
engines in the legacy fleet that are not affected by the stringent emissions standards for new 

diesel engines. Voluntary approaches can be effective and we have seen some successes from 
programs throughout the Southeast over the past several years. Yet we believe that regulatory 
action is essential to ensure effective and immediate clean up of diesel emissions to improve air 

quality and protect human lives. 

As indicated in the Environmental Protection Division’s (EPD) working draft, several states and 

municipalities have adopted idling rules in various forms. While the overall effectiveness of many of 
these rules is unclear, it is clear that their effectiveness is most dependent on the enforcement 

structure of the rule. Therefore, we urge EPD to strongly consider the recommendations below, to 
develop an outreach and education plan to work with local governments to establish local idling 
ordinances and to consider an amendment to the Georgia Code to include idling. Further, we 

strongly agree that    the idling rule address bothbothbothboth on- and off-road vehicles and establish a plan for 
reducing idling for rail and marine vehicles.   

Thank you for the opportunity to participant in this stakeholder process and we hope you will 
consider our recommendations below. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 404-

373-5832 or anne@cleanenergy.org.  We look forward to working with you further on the 
development of this rule. 

Sincerely, 
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Anne Blair     Rebecca Watts Hull 
Diesel and Biofuels Program Manager  Program Manager 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy  Mothers & Others for Clean Air at the Georgia 

Conservancy 
 
 

Specific recommendations for the state of Georgia’s Proposed HeavySpecific recommendations for the state of Georgia’s Proposed HeavySpecific recommendations for the state of Georgia’s Proposed HeavySpecific recommendations for the state of Georgia’s Proposed Heavy----Duty Vehicle Idling Duty Vehicle Idling Duty Vehicle Idling Duty Vehicle Idling 

RuleRuleRuleRule 

    

Idling LimitsIdling LimitsIdling LimitsIdling Limits 

 Idling limits should be designated as follows: 

(a) At loading/unloading locations. No owner or other person in control of a location 

where medium-duty or heavy-duty diesel motor vehicles are loaded or unloaded 

should cause or allow any such vehicle to idle for a period greater than 30 minutes 

while waiting in a queue at such location to load or unload.  
(b) For highway diesels. No person shall cause or permit any medium duty or heavy-duty 

diesel motor vehicle to idle for more than 5 minutes in any 60-minute period. Possible 

exemptions to these limits are listed below.     

    

ExemptionsExemptionsExemptionsExemptions    

The idling limits/requirements should not apply for the period or periods where: 

(1) A vehicle idles while forced to remain motionless because of on-highway traffic, 

an official traffic control device or signal, or at the direction of a law enforcement 

official;  

(2) A vehicle idles solely to prevent a true safety or health emergency; 

(3) A police, fire, ambulance, public safety, military, other emergency or law 

enforcement vehicle, or any vehicle being used in an emergency capacity, idles 

while in an emergency or training mode; this exemption does not apply when 
idling for cabin comfort; 

(4) The primary propulsion engine idles for maintenance, servicing, repair or 

diagnostic purposes, but only to the extent that idling is necessary for such activity; 

(5) A vehicle idles as part of a state or federal inspection to verify that all equipment is 

in good working order, but only to the extent that idling is required as part of the 

inspection; 

(6) Idling of the primary propulsion engine is necessary to power work-related 
mechanical or electrical operations other than propulsion (e.g., operating an 

extension, loading or unloading, mixing or processing cargo, or straight truck 

refrigeration); this exemption does not apply when idling for cabin comfort or to 

operate non-essential on-board equipment;  

(7) An armored vehicle idles when a person remains inside the vehicle to guard the 
contents, or while the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded; and  

(8) A vehicle idles for research and development as approved by the Director. 

 

Use of Auxiliary Power UnitsUse of Auxiliary Power UnitsUse of Auxiliary Power UnitsUse of Auxiliary Power Units    

If the verified particulate matter emissions of an auxiliary power unit are less than those of 

the propulsion engine, then the operation of such an auxiliary power unit in place of idling 
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the propulsion engine of a model year 2006 or earlier diesel vehicle should not be 

considered idling. 

 

Penalties and EnforcementPenalties and EnforcementPenalties and EnforcementPenalties and Enforcement   

During the first year following the effective date of the rule, any person in violation should 

be given a written warning. Following the one year grace period, an operator of a vehicle 

that is in violation should be liable to pay a fine of $250 for each offense; and the 

registered owner of the motor vehicle, and the owner of the load/unload location, that is 

in violation should be liable to pay a fine of $750.  Local (police) and state law 

enforcement personnel (including EPD and DOT personnel) should have the authority and 

responsibility to enforce these idling limits.  One-half of the proceeds of such fines should 

be deposited to the account of the agency issuing the fine; and one-half of such 

proceeds should be deposited into a designated Diesel Emissions Reduction Fund that 

can be used to pay for diesel auxiliary power units, retrofit equipment, or other similar 

devices to reduce emissions from diesel engines.   

    

Truck Stop ElectrificationTruck Stop ElectrificationTruck Stop ElectrificationTruck Stop Electrification 
Each truck stop in the State having a capacity of twenty-five or more trucks should install 

truck stop electrification facilities covering at least 80% of its parking spaces that allow 

diesel trucks to connect to the electrical grid to obtain power to truck on-board 

components or stationary components for heating, cooling and other needs that 

otherwise would be met by idling the propulsion engines of such trucks.  
 

Rail and MarineRail and MarineRail and MarineRail and Marine    

Within one year of the effective date of this rule, EPD should conduct an analysis of idling 

practices and effects by locomotive and commercial marine diesels; owners and 

operators of such diesels should provide such information as EPD may request for the 
purpose of completing such analysis.  Within eighteen months of the effective date of this 

rule, based on such analysis, EPD should promulgate regulations requiring locomotive and 

commercial marine diesels operating within the State to eliminate nonessential idling to 

the extent such regulation is not preempted by federal law. 

 

Idling EducationIdling EducationIdling EducationIdling Education 

EPD, after consultation with DOT, should create and implement a plan to: 

(1) Provide information to diesel vehicle operators and owners of the idle reduction 

requirements, the economic and environmental benefits of idle reduction, and the 

techniques and technologies available to reduce unnecessary idling; and 

(2) Provide information and training to local and state enforcement personnel 

concerning these idle reduction requirements and their effective monitoring and 

enforcement. 

 

In conclusion, limiting idling will provide multiple benefits to Georgia and the companies, 

drivers, and citizens that are often exposed to exhaust from these engines.  Limiting idling 

provides many economic benefits including fuel savings, reduced vehicle maintenance, 

and it can extend the life of an engine.  Further, reducing idling will reduce the impacts on 

human health and the climate. 
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#  #  # 

Southern Alliance for Clean EnergySouthern Alliance for Clean EnergySouthern Alliance for Clean EnergySouthern Alliance for Clean Energy is a nonprofit organization that promotes responsible 

energy choices that create global warming solutions and ensure clean, safe, and healthy 

communities  

throughout the Southeast. www.cleanenergy.orgwww.cleanenergy.orgwww.cleanenergy.orgwww.cleanenergy.org 

Mothers & Others for Clean AirMothers & Others for Clean AirMothers & Others for Clean AirMothers & Others for Clean Air, housed at the Georgia Conservancy, is dedicated to 

educating the public about the health effects of air pollution, advocating for policies that 

improve air quality and engaging Georgians in voluntary change and advocacy. 

http://www.georgiaconservancy.org/mothersandothers/http://www.georgiaconservancy.org/mothersandothers/http://www.georgiaconservancy.org/mothersandothers/http://www.georgiaconservancy.org/mothersandothers/ 

 



From:  "Hopkins, Steve (FLEET)" <SEHOPKIN@southernco.com> 

To: <richard.mcdonald@dnr.state.ga.us> 

CC: <TRCHI@SOUTHERNCO.COM>, <SCEWALD@southernco.com>, 

<AGSAXON@southernco.com> 

Date:  5/27/2008 11:05 AM 

Subject:  1st Stakeholder meeting for the EPD Unnecessary Idling rule - Comments 

 

Richard: 

 

Below are some comments that I feel should be included in the Proposal: 

 

Medium / Heavy Duty Sector 

* This proposal should target 14,000 lb GVW and greater (or CDL weight limit for 

Medical Card). 

* Non-Road Vehicles should not be included in this proposal (i.e. large tower cranes) 

where the operator would need to climb down to eat (since he would not be allowed to use A/C to cool the 

cab when not in use). 

* Encourage the upgrading to new technology 

* The CARB Compliant engines will produce less NOX 

 

I apologize for not getting this to you by Friday, May 23, but, I have been out of town in meetings all week 

and I had an incorrect email address for your (Richard).. 

 

Tony/Steve/Rosa:  Because of the tight time limit, I was not able to send this to you before sending it to 

Richard - Sorry. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Steve Hopkins 

*    Office Phone:  8-608-5025 (404-608-5025) 

~       Linc Radio/Phone:   21594/334-426-1594 

*    Cell Phone:  404-680-1612 

* FAX:  404-608-5034 

* E-Mail: sehopkin@southernco.com 

 

This e-mail and any of its attachments may contain proprietary Southern Company and/or affiliate 

information that is privileged, confidential, or protected by copyright belonging to Southern Company 

and/or its affiliates.  This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity for which it is 

intended.  If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, any dissemination, distribution, copying, or 

action taken in relation to the contents of and attachments to this e-mail is contrary to the rights of Southern 

Company and/or its affiliates and is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please 

notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and permanently delete the original and any copy or printout 

of this e-mail and any attachments.  

 

 





From:  <TRNSR@aol.com> 

To: <Richard_McDonald@dnr.state.ga.us> 

CC: <ed@gmta.org> 

Date:  5/23/2008 12:29 PM 

Subject:  Proposed Idling regulations 

 

Mr. McDonald: 

  

We are fully supportive of the comments submitted by Ed  Crowell of the  

Georgia Motor Trucking Association. 

  

Respectfully 

  

  

Tom  Nicholson 

Nicholson Transfer & Storage 

1286 Milledge Street 

East  Point, Ga 30344 

404-607-8457 

 

 

 

 

**************Get trade secrets for amazing burgers. Watch "Cooking with  

Tyler Florence" on AOL Food.       

(http://food.aol.com/tyler-florence?video=4&?NCID=aolfod00030000000002) 
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